Themes in Literature
Extra Credit Reading List

For this school year, you will have the opportunity to read any of the following books and give a review on it to the class OR do a creative project on it (clear the project with me first).  If you choose to do the review, it should give a summary of the story (but not give away the ending) and then analyze it (discuss the author’s style, what you liked and disliked, etc.).  It should be 4-6 minutes in length.

You must have your book approved by me before-hand, and we will decide on a date for your review or creative project.  DO NOT WAIT TO DO THIS UNTIL THE END OF THE SEMESTER!  You may just run out of time as we will have other things planned for class time.  This assignment will be worth 50 points extra credit.

After you’ve given your review, you may choose to read other books from this list and write a brief, three-paragraph synopsis of each book.  I will give you 40 points extra credit for each additional book you read.*
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Autobiography by Benjamin Franklin

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

David Copperfield by Charles Dickens

Emma by Jane Austen

Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway

For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest Hemingway

A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Ivanhoe by Sir Walter Scott

Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare

Othello by William Shakespeare

Moby Dick by Hermann Melville

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Animal Farm by George Orwell
Lord of the Flies by William Golding
* Other classics may be appropriate as well.  Check with me first!  Please choose books that you have not already read.  The point of this assignment is that you read new (for you) classics! (
