Persuasive Speech or Poem
Writing Assignment

Think:

What do you think is absolutely essential in order to live life to the fullest?  What are you passionate about?  What is something that is wrong in the world, in our country, in Michigan, in your home town?   

Brainstorm and write down your thoughts on these questions.  Write for 5 minutes.

Choose:

1. Your topic: Look at what you have written.  What stands out to you as especially important?  Make sure it is something about which you are passionate.

2. Your format: Would you rather write a speech or a poem?  Think about the situation in which you might read this piece of writing.  Who would your audience be?  Which format would be most effective in that situation?  You will describe your situation before you read this written piece to the class.

Read:

Reread the speeches and poems we studied in class.  Take note of how the author works to persuade his/her audience.  
Write:

1. Begin by outlining your argument.  State or imply your thesis clearly.  Your main points should support your thesis.
2. Write a rough draft of your piece.  Read it aloud.  Revise.  Continue to read and revise until you feel it is ready to share with your audience.

Due date:

This assignment is due on 9/27!  You will explain to the class what type of audience we are supposed to be and then read your speech or poem to us.  You will also turn in a written copy to me.

