Advanced Writing and Literature
Course Standard

Binder:  

You will be expected to keep a three-ring binder (I suggest you get a large one).  Please divide it into the following sections:

1. Assignment Sheets/Hand-outs

4. Journal Entries

2. Notes




5. Tests/Quizzes

3. Vocabulary



6. Essays/Projects
Your binders will be checked periodically, sometimes announced and sometimes unannounced.

Class Supplies:

You will be expected to bring the following items to every class period:

1. Binder

2. Pens (blue or black AND red ink) and pencils, if desired

3. Loose-leaf Paper

4. Note cards and container for Greek & Latin root words

5. Any book we are currently reading

Journal Entries:

Each week, you will be assigned anywhere from 1 to 4 journal entries.  The goal of these is to guide your reading, and they will pertain to the reading assignment.  I want you to put your thoughts down on paper.  They will not be graded for grammar, spelling, etc.  You will simply earn 5 points per journal entry if it is completed.  This is an easy way to help your grade. (
Participation:  You have the opportunity to earn 10 points per class period: 5 for attendance (just being there) and 5 for participating in class discussion.  This is another easy way to help your grade! 

Tardy Policy:  You will be expected to be on time to class.  Be sure to set your watch to the clock in the cafeteria; that is the time I will go by.  If you are late, you will be marked tardy.  This will cause you to lose 10 points from your grade.

Cell Phone Policy: Every day I will have a basket on my desk.  If you have a cell phone, please place it in the basket.  You may pick it up after class.  If you do not place it in the basket and I see/hear it during class, I will take it and your parent/guardian will have to pick it up from me at my home later in the week or the following week at PIONEERS.

Essays and Papers:

All formal essays and papers will be written in MLA format.  They should be typed, double-spaced, size 12 Times New Roman font.  We will be studying this throughout the year and referring quite often to A Rookie’s Guide to Research.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated!  If you plagiarize ANY part of your paper, your first offense will be to receive a zero on that paper.  If you plagiarize a second time, you will be asked to leave the class.  This is a serious offense and will be treated seriously at PIONEERS.  

Late Work Policy:

I will accept late assignments without any penalization only due to one of the following reasons:

  1.  Illness

  2.  Family emergency

  3.  Pre-approved family vacations

Your parent/guardian must send me a note regarding these.

Any other late assignment may be turned in one week late for half credit.  After that, you will have earned a zero for that assignment.

If you are absent, you will need to contact me and get your assignments for that week.  You will be expected to complete them before the next class period so that you may hand them in on their due date.  If you miss a test or project/paper due date, you need a note (see above) or you will automatically lose 20% of that test/paper/project grade.
Grading Policy:  Total points system

92.5-100%   A


72.5-77.4%  C

89.5-92.4%  A-

69.5-72.4%  C-

87.5-89.4%  B+

67.5-69.4%  D+

82.5-89.4%  B


62.5-67.4%  D

79.5-82.4%  B-

59.5-62.4%  D-

77.5-79.4%  C+

59.4              E

Extra Credit:

You will be given extra credit opportunities throughout the year.  Here are a few assignments for which you need to check with me before-hand:

1. Read another classic piece of literature from a pre-approved list (see hand-out) and do a creative project on it.

2. Attend a production of any piece we read in class or any Shakespeare play.
3. Watch a movie from a pre-approved list (see hand-out) and write an evaluation on it.

I can be reached at home in the late afternoons and early evenings at (517) 531-3849.  Please feel free to call me if you have any questions.  You may also email me at:  steffanymaher@hotmail.com.

I have read and understand the course standard for Mrs. Maher’s Advanced Writing and Literature class.

Student name (please print):  ________________________________________________

Student signature:  ________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian name (please print):  _________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature:  _________________________________________________

